By Dave Simons

or those who are unfamiliar with the term, a gig is a job
performing music. It can be at a school dance, church
social, community hall, coffee house, music club or

a friend’s party. Each may attract a different type of

crowd, but they're all gigs. Almost all musicians love to play in
front of audiences, and love it even more when they get paid
to do so. But the actual booking of the gig...that’s less fun.
However, landing gigs is a skill you can learn, practice and mas-
ter. The first step is finding opportunities that fit your music.
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FINDING A GIG

Performing music presents a Catch-22. It’s hard to get
booked without experience- -and you can’t get experience
without getting booked. Interestingly, musicians have faced
this problem for ages and it's one of the things that actually
helps create new styles of music. A bunch of people who
can’t land conventional gigs get together and start playing
the music they like for each other. The next thing you know,

a “scene” is born.
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